Pulmonary mucormycosis with fatal massive hemoptysis.
A case of pulmonary mucormycosis in a 57-year-old woman with acute promyelocytic leukemia (APL) who died of massive hemoptysis is reported. Chest radiography revealed changes that began with a small focal infiltration and progressed to a large round nodule with cavity formation. Postmortem examination showed the nodule to be composed mainly of infarcted lung tissue with saprophytic growth of Mucor. An adjacent proximal branch of the left pulmonary artery was thrombosed with mucoraceous hyphae, and it had ruptured into the cavitary space around the necrotic tissue and then into a conducting bronchus. In general, both fatal massive hemoptysis and cavity formation are rare in pulmonary mucormycosis. In our present case, the histological findings suggested that both phenomena were closely related to the pulmonary infarction caused by Mucor invasion of the pulmonary artery.